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Aims. To systematically review studies from Irish prisons that estimate the prevalence of major mental illness, alcoholand
substance mi and homel at the time of committal.

Methods. Healthcare datab were searched for studies quantifying the point prevalence for each outcome ofinterest.
Searches were augmented by scanning of bibliographies and searches of governmental and non-governmental websites.
Proportional meta-analyses were completed for each outcome.

Results. We found eight, six and five studies quantifying the point prevalence of major mental illness, substance misuse,
and homelessness respectively. Considerable heterogeneity was found for each subgroup (except psychosis where sub-
stantial heterogeneity was observed) and random effects models were used to calculate pooled percentages. The pooled
percentage for psychotic disorder was 3.6% [95% confidence interval (CI) 3.0-42%], for affective disorder
4.3% (95% CI 2.1-7.1%), for alcohol use disorder 28.3% (95% CI 19.9-37.4%), for substance use disorder 50.9% (95% CI
37.6-64.2%) and for those who were homeless on committal 17.4% (95% CI 8.7-28.4%).

Conclusions. Estimates for the prevalence of psychoticillness and substance abuse amongst Irish prisoners are inkeeping
with international estimates of morbidity in prisons, whilst those for affective disorders are lower. The prevalence of
homelessness in committal to Irish prisons is higher than some international estimates. Rates for psychoses, alcohol and
substance misuse as well as homelessness in Irish prisons are significantly higher than the general population prevalence
of these vulnerabilities. A need for service development is discussed.
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Abstract

Purpose While individuals with an intellectual disability form a significant minority in the worldwide
prison population, their healthcare needs require specialist attention. In Ireland, services for
prisoners with intellectual disabilities need development. However, there is little substantive data
estimating the prevalence of intellectual disabilities within the Irish prison system. The paper aims
to discuss these issues. Design/methodology/approach The authors systematically review
published data relating to the prevalence of intellectual disabilities in prisons in the Republic of
Ireland. The authors searched four databases, governmental websites and corresponded with
experts. Findings Little published data were elicited from searches except for one nationwide
cross-sectional survey which reflected a higher prevalence than reported in international studies.
Studies from forensic mental health populations are narrated to contextualise findings.
Originality/value This study found that there is little data to accurately estimate the prevalence of
intellectual disabilities in the Irish prison system and the limited data available suggests that this is
likely to be higher than international estimates. The authors highlight the need for further research
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ARTICLE INFQ ABSTRACT
Hmyworia: Background: Pecpie with inellecmal (PYWID) in criminal jusrice sysems globally.
\ Lutollestual disabilitien This over-represenmtion reveals lself at ence in the demographic make-up of prison populations, as well as dwese
Police detained in police soctings as suspects of crime. Whils it is well in chat fn-
A \'j‘“:‘::;':h';"" itncne dividuals whe find themselves in the latter scenario face parti in iating the forensic for-
Uinitad Nations” eanveition e tha right of m:uit_i;e-s routinely lullel oy e police A the pre-trial siage of rr[n:m:n_i proceedings on aocounr of their
pessans with disabilities Impairments, the specific difficuldes experienced by PWID ns suspects within Ireland's criminal justice system
Reprecentative Crzanimtions hag yer (o be sxplained, of indeed, mdersrood, I eeeking o address this regearch lacuna, this paper yields an
Judiciary JI(CGUIII of 4 qualitative study which was aimed ar [dentifying the unique challenges which PWID face in theil
y Garda with Law Officials (LEOs) in Ireland.
— Baurister Aims: This study aimed 1o elicit perspectives across a mnge of disciplines with regard to barriers for PWID
solicitos [nreraeting with LECk [n Ireland, and sought Viewpolnms on the eonient of 4 proposed AwArensss programime,
m"ﬂ: haakn Merhods: A SUrvey Using PUIPOsive sampling was used 1o elicit viewpoins [rom people from IEpreseniarive or-
ganisations for PWID, people working with ¥ for PWID, working

with PWID and professionals from the criminal justice system (including members of An Garda Siochana, law-
yers, members of the Irish Judiclary and officials within the Alrpor Police). Data were ancaymised at the point of
collection. Qualitative thematic analysis was conducted to extract themes based on the data retrieved through

the &

Restlts: Ninery-five (n = 95) responiss were recel\«l from Lndividuals repoating & cumularive experience of 1537
[ L of coe of three groups: people working in a

or for leD in = 42, 44.2%); paople working in healthcare (n = 31,

32.6%) and people working in law enforcenrent (n = 22, 23.1%). Tl’uw themes were identified from the
qualitarive thamatie analysis. The first thama, “Barriers o C which PWID
and LEQ experience in their mumal interacdons and communications wld.\ one another. The second theme,
“Bullding and Skilke”, of an 1D p for LEOs. The third theme,
“Instinutional and System Change”, idenrified possibie lines of i with respect o ry police

pracrica and the availabiliry of supports for both PWID and the LEOs who work with them.
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Abstract

Objectives: Disahility awateness tralnlog b mandated by the United Nations Consention tn People with Disabilitles (UNCRPD), but thers s 4
paucity of evidence regasding the systematic evaluation of the efectiveness of such traimng, This study describes the evaluation of a patot
tntellectual dability awareness poogramme for w enforcemen) officers [LEOK) b Trefand,

Methods: Pre-and post-tmiming Likert scales and o semi- structured survey were wed to evaluste the effiectiven ess of an intellectusl dissbilitics
awureness delivered to LEOs Quuntitative differences in Lkent scores and thenaik analyses of peaiice-bosed responses were
tsed i evaluation,

Resulte: Twenty-two LEOs participated in the training and 11 complessd the evaluation cycle. Stutisticady signflcant inprovements were
Feand in participunts’ sdl-rated knowlod g of intelectual disability, their undeestanding of the chialieages faced by people with intelkectnal
disadilitses In law enfec sheir skills and their ! af how to approach a person with & desability 1n
crisis Thermatic anadysis excavated potential practical application of leaming around pre-arrest considerations, recognition of disability, com-
munikation skills und need for procedury] safeguards,

Conchusions: An approach groanded in the views of people with intelectual disabilivies and with emphasi f disability, com
ibility of information and provling appeop support i custody, appears to promole (mprovement o self-reporied
kncrwledge and prospective spplication In LEOs. The findings of this study. are potentially apphcable 1o countrles. that have ratified the

UNCRPD.
Keywords: Autisir: critmimal justice: infellectual disability; policing training
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What is the role of doctors in respect of suspects with
mental health and intellectual disabilities in police
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People illness and this
Is also the case in Treland. Followtng Treland's ratification of the United Natiors’ Convetion on the Rights of People with
Disabilities in 2018, there has been an increasing emphasis on ensuring access to justio: for people with disabiifies = in
Article 13. For people with mental health and ics, thin requires a multi-agency approach and a useful point
of intervention may be at the police custody stage. Medicine has a key role to play both in advocacy and in practice. We suggest
a functional apprach to assessment, in practice, and list key corsiderations for doctom attending police custody suites. Tmproved
rd greates v ded for gencral practitioners and pay hoatiend police custody suites

to halp falfill this role.
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The evaluation of a training course to enhance intellectual disabilities
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Gautam Gulati** -, Valerie Murphy®, Gurjot Brar', Shane Kilcommins?, Alan Cusack’, Colum P. Dunne’, Liam Glynn*
and Brendan D. Kelly*

RECOGNISING AND RESPONDING TO
VULNERABILITY:
SECURING ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR VULNERABLE
ACCUSED PERSONS IN IRELAND

Authors: Professor Gastam Gulati MD, School of Law, University of Limerick, Ireland and School of
Medicine, University of Limerick, Ireland; Dr Alan Cusack PhD, School of Law, University of
Lamerick, Ireland; Professor Brendan D Kelly PhD, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland; Professor Colum P
Danne PhD; School of Medicine, University of Lamerick, Ireland; and Professor Shane Kilcomnnins PhD,
School of Laaw, University of Limerick, Ireland

Abstract: This paper outlines international obligations and domestic safeguards that shape the treatment of
suspects with intellectsial disabilities in Ireland. In recognising that the meaningful operationalisation of
these safiguards, and, by extension, the realisation of Ireland'’s international humran rights obligations, is
often contingent kpan securing a corredt, and mr_/y, identifi mrum of a suspect’s disability, the paper places an
emphasis on the unmet need for diale 1 and jon at all frontiers of the Inish criminal
process. Against a backdrop of bagl:lmmg pnlmml media and legal debale concerning the focus, content
and reach of the terms of the draft An Garda Siochina (Powers) Bill, insights are raised to offer

policymakers a blueprint for Iegulaﬁw and procedural reform that pmml.m' to align Irsh criminal
procedure with the haman rights exig dated under internati
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treatment of suspects with

intellectual disabilities in Ireland
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Abstract

Purpose - The purpose of this paper is to study the demographic, clnical charactenstics and outcomes for
those prisoners reforred to socondary mental healthcare in a regional lnsh prison and the proportion of
individuals diverted subsequently from prison to peychiatric settings.

Design/methodology/approach — The authors conducted a retrospective review of 180 successive
psychiatric assessment case reccrds at a regional mixed gender prison sening six southern insh counties.

The authors analysed demographics, cinical characteristics and outcomes. Where diversion out of prison
was undertaken, Dengerousness, Understanding, Recovery and Urgency Manual (DUNDRUM) scorss were
retrospectively completed to assess security nesd.

Findings - In fotal, 8.6 per cent of al commitals from iberty were referred by a general praciitioner and
&1 per cent subsequently assessed by the visiting psychatrist. Preciominanty, these were young makes
charged with a viokent offence. Inall, 42.2 par cent of those by secondary carawere ciagnosed with
a substance misuse disorder and 21.1 por cent with a personality disorder. In total, 20.3 per cent sufferod
from a psychctic disorder and 10.6 per cent with an affective disorder. Ofthose seen by psychiatric services,

51.2 per cent required psychotropic medication, 29.2 por cent requred psychological input and
59.3 per cent required addiction counseling. In af, 10.6 per cent of those assessed were diverted from
prison, the mejority to approved centres. Mean DUNDRUM-1 scores suggestad that those referred to high
and medium secure haspitals were appropviately placed, whereas those diverted to open wards would have
benefted from a low securelintensive care setting.

Originality/value- Themuitifaceted nesd set of those referred strengthens the argurment for the provision of
muitigisciplnary mental heafthcare into prisons. Theanaysis of security needs for those dverted from prisons
supports the need for Intensive Care Regional Units in Ireland.

Keywords Mental ilness, Prisons, Diversion, Psychiatric, Psychasocial
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