EUROPEAN COMMISSION
“ CONSUMERS, HEALTH, AGRICULTURE AND FODD EXECUTIVE AGENEY

Heahh Lnil

RE: Exchanging Prevention practices on Polydrug use among youth In Criminal
justice systems (EFPIC)

| am writing to provide some background information regarding the EPPIC project
funded by tha European Commission Third EU Health Programme {2014-2020): through
the Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food Executive AgEncy {Chatea).

The EPPIC project focuses on drug pravention imerventions for young pecple aged
hatwean 15 and 24 who have bean in contact with the crhminal justice system in six
European countries. It aims to exchange information an drug prevention approachas
and ‘good pracice’ and to foster the development of collaborative networks of
practitionars, policy makers and ressarchars.

Wa would like 1o reguest your support for the project. Collaboration will entail granting
permission 10 approach a smail sample of professionals and young people with a
raquest for Interview. Brofassionals will be asked for their views on intarventions for
young pecple who use drugs and are in fouch with the criminal justice systam.
interviews may be face-io-face of by telephone and will last around 30 minutes. Yaung
pecple will be asked 10 disguss thelr drug use, their experiences of intarventions and
thair views on the services thay recaive, The interviews will be face-to-tace and will last
ne longer than 30 minules. Full information about the project will be provided and
iformed consent oblalned. Interviews will ba arranged al a ime and place convanient
for the intarviewae,

The project 1S co-ordinated by the Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, Middlesex
University (UK) and includes parners from Change Grow Live (UK), Aarhus University
(Denmark), Eclectica {aly), European Cenire ior Social Weltare Policy and Research
{Ausiria), Frankurt Univarsity of Applied Sciences (Germany), Instiute of Peychialry and
Neurology (Poland). The project will run from January 1* 2017 — Dacember 31" 2018.

The overall cbjectives are.

1. To gather knowledge, axchange best practice and identify transterable
innovations and principles of good praclice on interventions to prevent fllicit drug



usa, the development of polydrug vee and use of NPS among vulnerable young
paople in tha criminal justice systam.

2. To dovelop a set of guidelines adapted to the development of initiatives aimed at
the target group based on European Drug Prevention Quality Standards’.

3. To inltiate a European knowledge exchange network for practiioners and
stakeholders working with young people in the criminal justice system.

The project will use a range of qualitative methods to achieve iis objectives. Thase will
include: coflection and analysis of existing knowledge as wall as the generation of new
knowledge from research Involving focus groups and interviews with young people and
relevant stakeholders; examinalion of existing Eumpean drug prevenfion quality
standards, assessment of the relevance of existing standards for the development of
prevention initiatives lor the target group and the developmen! of a new set of
guidelines; working collaboratively with practitioners and other stakehclders relevant fo
the criminal justice system and fo drug prevention work with young people; setting up
systems fo encourage knowledge exchange and communicafion across discipiines and
gcross European countries. The collection of experiential evidence through Intendews
with professionals and young people is a vital element in maeting the project objectives.

The project conforms with Reguiation (EU) 2016/878 of the European Pariiament and of
the Council of 27" April 2018 on the protaction of nalural persons with regard to the
processing of personal data and on thie free movement of such data. The Regulation
established a harmonised data protection framework across the EL.

(hitp.ec. europa ewjustice/data-profection/reformiindex_en_htm).

in addifion, the project conforms with ethical regulations to ensure respect for project
participants in accordance with university and local ethical requirements and with regard
io ofther ethical guidelines such as the RESPECT Code of Praclice

(hiro:fiwwew. respeciproject. org/'codey. Where Informants are younger than 18 years of
age. care will be taken to comply with local regulations and requirements regarding

informed consent and 10 ensure safety and proper conduct towards this group.

More Information can be found on the project website:  hitps:fwww.eppic-
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1 Buropean Drug Prevention Quality Standards: hitp://prevention-standards.euf



